Enwronmentallsts want your property

Anchorage Mayor Mark Begich was crit-
icized for weighing in on “state” issues.
Mayor Rick Mystrom was criticized for con-
centrating on neighborhoods and ignor--
ing state issues. Mayor Tom Fink was erit-
icized for i ignoring neighborhoods and fo-
cusing on federal issues. So what's a busy
mayor to do?

-The smartfest mayors cover all the bas-
es, because politicians are involved. And,

‘_unless you've been living on the dark side of

the moon, you know what peliticians do —
they find creative ways to spend other peo-
ple’s money. Even though they live else-
where, they can still dramatically affect a
town’s budget.

Working on government pohcy issues in
the 1990s, I learned that virtually every fed-
eral or state mandate falls on our home- .
towns to ilmplement. That’s where the ac-
tion is. Well, not exactly. The final action oc-
curs when we pay more taxes for the man-
dates all these levels of government dec:de
are goodforus. -

Want the last part per million of arsenic
removed from your drinking water? Pay
for it. Want to save the kangaroo rat? Buy
a home in Riverside County, Calif., and . .
add $1,950 per acre to the price fofund a
$100 million rat preserve. Or, if you want a

home near Austin, Texas, pay a land trust . ..

$1,500 to manage an. endangered toad’s.
habitat. -

‘In Southern Arizona, yow'll pay an addi-
tional $7,000 to $12,000 for a building lot to
fund 1.2 million acres of habitat for the pyg-

" my owl. In San Bernardino County; officials
spent $3.3 million relocating a medical cen-
ter to aveid a sand pit supposedly visited
by an endangered fly. Colton,-Calif., which
couldn’t site a sports complex hecause of
the fly, says it and other species have cost -
the city 20,000 jobs in just a decade.

Toppin® the list of laws that original-
ly sounded good but today destroy peo-
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ple’s h'ves and Iivelihoods are those govern-

- ing protection of endangered fish and other

species. They are also the most vivid exam-

. Ples of what happens when you pour oil on

a slippery slope. There is no way to climb

. back up. Although many lawmakers recog- -

nize this, there’s not a one ahve' who knows
how to negotiate the slope. - :

‘As new species are listed and habitat re-
stnctlons imposed, more citizens are dam-
aged. Property owners lose rights to their -
land if an endangered woodpecker comes to
visit, but the people v who got the woodpeck-
er listed lose nothing; in fact, they gam pow-
er, money and prestige. .

-~ Hyou think an endangered “somethmg”

-is waiting in the wings for the next Alas-

ka development proposal, you're right. As
of December 2003, 1,260 species of plants
bugs, birds, fish and animals were on the -

federal threatened_ or endangered list. More .

than 3,000 more are “candidates,” in case
some greedy human might cons:der turn-
ing over a shovel of sacred dirt. :
Environmentalists and their lawmak-
er allies care little about the costs of en-.
dangered species rules. Unfortunately,
few city or county officials document their
costs or kmow the exient of lost opportuni-
ties to their economy from endangered spe-
cies policies. They just keep losing taxes,
jobs and other economic benefits when land
and waters can’t be used. As taxabie land &

. shrmks housing, communify infrastructure

Environmentalists and
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little about the costs of
endangered species rules.

and entrepreneurial ventures can only be-

come more costly.

Many local officials don’t realize environ-
mentalists’ ultimate goal: eliminating re- -
source extraction, agriculture and humans
from rural land, and turning it back to “na-
ture” and wildlife. This, of course; requires
policies and land-use planmng that force
citizens into urban areas. -

. 'The secret is getting our hands o_n-th_e

land. If developers want land, they pay for

it. Environmental deal-makers prefer get-
ting government to fund it (with our tax dol- -
lars), Armed with “charitable” tax status, -
these groups accumulate lahd and mon-

ey tax-free, again forcing taxpayers to sub-
sidize their activities. Donors also get tax

- breaks for grantmg conservation ease-

ments and agreeing not to develop thelr :

_land

Without major changes, govermnent and

“land irusts will soon control when, where,

how and if essential resources will be pro-
duiced from “their” lands. Groups such as
The Nature Conservancy will be the new
lanid barons, and the rest of us mlght even -
enjoy becoming their serfs. :

It may take a while before outraged citi-
zens are able to undo the damage wrought
by our arrogance and stupidity in giving
nonhurfian spec1es such elevated legal sta-
tus. Ijust hope we're smart enough for the
challenge.
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