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Stop The Proposed San Gabriel Mountains National Monument
Please forward this message to at least ten (10) other people, your whole list if possible.  

National Monument, National Park, Rim of the Valley, San Gabriel Mountains.   It is all a giant bait and switch land grab with different names to confuse people in the area who have not gone through this experience before.   

Congresswoman Judy Chu seems to want to bypass the democratic process and get President Obama to declare the San Gabriel Mountains a National Monument with little or no public involvement.
She organized a public meeting last Tuesday in Baldwin Park but it was a top down command and control presentation by government officials, good people, but with no opportunity for public comment or interaction.  Not a very good way for Congresswoman Chu to show she believes in the democratic process.

Further, National Park and Monument advocates bussed in hundreds of children and adults with the promise of free food to get them to fill the room and lock out local residents.  Many residents could not get in the meeting.  
The advocates for a huge government land grab in the San Gabriel Mountains and surrounding area are trying to confuse you.

Issue one:  New funding.  Whither they call it a National Park, National Monument or keep the Forest Service in charge, the money comes from the same place.  There is no magic source of money. The same Congressional Committees have to supply the money.  As they say, if it isn’t broke, don’t fix it.  Keep the Forest Service.  
So if people want better services from the agency in charge they need to lobby Congress for more money for the Forest Service.  That also helps with other issues since there are hundreds of private recreation cabins and private land areas which would be in less danger of eminent domain if the Forest Service stays in charge.
If Chu wants to fix the San Gabriels she should get more money for the Forest Service.  

Congresswoman Chu, Joe Edmiston of the Santa Monica  Mountains Conservancy, the Sierra Club and others are trying to confuse you.

Issue Two:  They want you to think that if you get a National Monument or National Park, you are getting something.  Actually, if they remove the Forest Service and replace it with a National Monument or National Park the people of the Los Angeles area will be losing a great deal.
A National Park, National Monument or National Recreation Area will all bring more restrictions and regulations.  Roads will be closed and there will be reduced access.
You don’t want to lose your access to trails, roads, recreation, and all the things the Forest Service provides.
Even if the San Gabriel Mountains are left under the Forest Service management with a National Monument designation, it will mean less access and use.  The Forest Service is doing a good job now.  But if they get different laws to follow, the use by local and regional citizens is likely to be greatly reduced.  These are the goals of the advocates. 
The Sierra Club and Nature Conservancy will immediately try to convert as much of the San Gabriel Mountains as possible into Legal Wilderness.  That means no motorized or mechanical vehicles.

So if you are handicapped, elderly or a child, your access will immediately be reduced.

To a handicapped person, his or her car is his life support system.  Yet the green advocacy groups will work to remove cars and close roads.

Many more restrictions will follow gradually locking the people of the Los Angeles Area and California out of the San Gabriel Mountains.

If you don’t want this to happen, you need to get your local city or political leaders to oppose a National Monument or National Park. The Forest Service has done a good job with limited funding.  They just need more money to improve the level of service.  

Oppose any National Monument undemocratic declaration by President Obama.

The Rim of the Valley (San Gabriel Mts NRA) National Park or National Monument will include the San Bernardino National Forest and the Angeles National Forest as well as thousands of additional acres.  The National Park Service is doing the planning.  

The Park Service has an awful record of land acquisition and eminent domain to take property against the owners will.  

Even if you don’t live in the LA area, call your friends and relatives to urge them to oppose a conversion of the San Gabriel Mountains into a National Monument.
You don’t want to lose your access to trails, roads, recreation, and all the things the Forest Service provides.

The Park Service will lock the area up and throw away the key. 

Alert, Alert, Alert – Forest Service Recreation Cabins in jeopardy in the Angeles and San Bernardino NF’s if the Rim of the Valley National Park passes Congress or is designated a National Monument.  

The Park Service does not allow permittee cabins.  They get rid of them as fast as they can.  

The White House thinks at this moment that declaring a National Monument will be good for the Democrats in this coming election.

Don’t allow yourself to be a political pawn.  Tell President Obama that he should not designate the National Monument in the San Gabriel Mountains.  Tell him you will hold the Democrats responsible if a National Monument is declared.  
You can fight Obama using the San Gabriels as political trading stock.
Here are some suggestions.
-----1.  Write letters to the editor of your local paper.  Keep them short.  Oppose the National Monument.  But don’t just copy someone else’s letter.  Write a short letter with your personal feelings. 
-----2.  Get your local city or county public officials to oppose a National Monument designation.  Insist on a series of public meetings or hearings where people throughout the Los Angeles area get to express their views on the National Monument proposal.
-----3.  Oppose Congresswoman Chu’s HR 4858, San Gabriel Mts National Recreation Area Land Grab.
-----4.  Go to www.landrights.org and look on the upper right side of the home page for the word “Case Studies”.  This is a series of reports about written by historians about both the Park Service and the Forest Service.  You will want to read these.
To defeat the National Monument here are your action items:

Action Items:

-----1.  Contact President Obama the following ways.  You can chose one or do all of them.  You want to deluge the White House to make sure your message gets through.   Call your friends and neighbors to get them to call and write.
To call the White House call (202) 456-1414 

To call the White House comment line:  (202) 456-1111

-----e-mail President: To President@whitehouse.gov
-----send a message using WhiteHouse.gov

-----comments@whitehouse.gov
-----vice-president@whitehouse.gov 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/whitehouse
Twitter handles:  @Whitehouse  @BarackObama
-----2.  Tape this message to your refrigerator door to remind you.
-----3.  Critical -- Call both your Senators and your Congressman to ask for more public meetings about the San Gabriel Mountains NRA and the giant San Gabriel Mountains National Monument takeover.  Call any Senator at (202) 224-3121.  Call any Congressman at (202) 225-3121.  Tell them to tell the President “No National Monument in the San Gabriel Mountains around Los Angeles.”

You can see a map of the proposed Rim of the Valley National Park by going to www.landrights.org and scrolling down to the bottom of the home page.  Look for “Rim of the Valley.” This map is large enough that you can find your property.  It covers all of the Angeles National Forest and a portion of the San Bernardino National Forest.
172,000 property owners to be severely affected in Los Angeles and Ventura Counties.  This does not include thousands affected by the proposed San Gabriel Mountains NRA.  This does not include the San Gabriel River Watershed area which has thousands of additional landowners and cabin owners.

Conversion of Angeles National Forest and San Bernardino National Forest into a new National Monument or National Park Service area is being planned. 

-----4.  Get on the Park Service e-mail list for Rim of the Valley.  

Here is the Park Service Rim of the Valley Contact Information. 

Mail:          National Park Service                                    

Rim of the Valley Corridor Special Resource Study                                    

570 W. Avenue 26, #175                                    

Los Angeles, CA  90065

To see an Map outline of the Study Area go to:  Look for and Click where it says:  Study Area.

Website:    www.nps.gov/pwro/rimofthevalley
E-mail:      pwr_rimofthevalley@nps.gov

Phone:      Anne Dove, Project Manager (323) 441-9307            

Margie Steigerwald, Planner (805) 370-2373

-----5.  Go to website above to see last Park Service message with alternatives.

-----6.  Go to the website below for information on the planning process for the new huge San Gabriel Mountains NRA (National Park).  Get on their e-mail list as well. 

For a map of the Study Area, go to the following site and click on Study Area.  

-----San Gabriel River Study:  www.nps.gov/pwro/sangabriel
-----7.  Get on the e-mail list for the new San Gabriel Mountains NRA (National Park).  Here is their e-mail:  pwr_sangabriel@nps.gov  

Proposed Park Service San Gabriel Mts Nat. Park

Go to the San Gabriel Watershed and Mountains Study to see the size of this new park proposal that will be added eventually to the huge Rim of the Valley National Park ultimately locking up hundreds of thousands of acres around Los Angeles and area communities.  

Go to www.nps.gov/pwro/sangabriel to see the Park Service announcement.  You can also see a map. 

Urgent Action needed to stop this huge new threat to landowners and cabinowners.  The Forest Service must maintain control over the Angeles and San Bernardino National Forests.

Don’t believe them when they say this is not a proposal for a National Park.  In my first meeting with the Assistant Secretary of Fish, Wildlife and Parks in 1978 he told me that: “If Congress puts a circle around a land area, we’re going to own it all.” And he meant it.   (Said by David Hales in 1978.)

Study Area – Part of Rim of the Valley and the San Gabriel River Watershed Park Plan. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - 

Critical:  There are two processes going on.  One is the Rim of the Valley National Park or NRA and the other the San Gabriel River Watershed or San Gabriel Mts NRA.  They will likely eventually be combined into a giant National Park or National Monument.

-----Rim of the Valley will place a Park Service noose around the necks of 169,000 threatened landowners.  158,000 in LA County and 11,000 in Ventura County.  Thousands more people in the San Gabriel River watershed will also be affected. 

The regulatory cost is staggering.   Landowners and cabinowners have no idea what is coming at them.  

Rim of the Valley: 

The Rim of the Valley National Park would surround the:

parts of the Santa Monica Mountains;

the Santa Susanna Mountains;

the San Gabriel Mountains;

the Verdugo Mountains;

the San Rafael Hills;

Nearly the entire Angeles National Forest, part of the San Bernardino NF and adjacent connector areas to the Los Padres National Forests will be made part of the Rim of the Valley National Park and change control to the National Park Service.  This means the loss of access and closed roads in the Angeles National Forest and the San Bernardino National Forest.  It will mean huge loss of recreation.   

The Rim of the Valley consists of parts of the Santa Monica Mountains, the Santa Susanna Mountains, the San Gabriel Mountains, the Verdugo Mountains, the San Rafael Hills, and adjacent connector areas to the Los Padres and San Bernardino National Forests according to Congressmen Adam Schiff.

The study area will encompass 491,518 acres not including all of San Gabriel River Watershed.  That is nearly three and a half times the size of the existing Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area that is 153,750 acres and over two thirds the size of Yosemite.  All that in an urban area.  Thousands of homes,  businesses and land parcels will be lost or affected.  
You can see a map by going to www.landrights.org   Just click on the link on the website homepage.  

This map was originally produced by the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy.  They have deliberately tried to hide the full impact of the Rim of the Valley by how they have shaded the areas in the map.  

They call it a corridor but it actually surrounds and includes huge areas of private land and areas of Forest Service cabins.  The Park Service does not like private land within their boundaries.  They will try to buy it all or regulate it all over time.  They will get rid of the cabins over time.  

**Be sure to call your local newspapers to get them to print a map of the giant new Rim of the Valley National Park Service area as well as the San Gabriel Mountains NRA.  
Chuck Cushman

American Land Rights Association

PO Box 400

Battle Ground, WA  989604

(360) 687-3087

ccushman@pacifier.com
www.landrights.org
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Short LA background of Charles (Chuck) Cushman

Appointed to the National Park System Advisory Board by President Reagan in 1981.

Chairman of LA Mayor Bradley's Education Committee in 70's (nonpartisan position).
Father was a Boy Scout Executive in both the San Fernando Valley Council and the Verdugo Hills Council in the 40's and 50's.  These assignments cover a lot of the area in the San Gabriel Mountains.   It offered a chance to cover most of the back roads of the Angeles and San Bernardino National Forests. 

Camped and traveled in the Rim of the Valley area extensively.

Graduated from North Hollywood High School in 1961.

Attended California State University at Northridge 1961 to 1966.  

Father left the Boy Scouts and taught at North Hollywood High in the 50's and 60's.

Father was a summer ranger in Yosemite National Park in the 50’s and 60’s.

I was in the YMCA in North Hollywood as well as the Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts and Explorer Scouts in North Hollywood.

I was in the Deputy Auxiliary Police in Los Angeles.

I was in the insurance business in Sherman Oaks and then Beverly Hills from 1963 to 1977.  I’m a life member of the Million Dollar Round Table with 13 qualifications.  

I believe I know the proposed Rim of the Valley and San Gabriel River Watershed study areas well.

You can obtain more information on the Web by using the following search terms on Google:

Chuck Cushman

Charles Cushman

Charles S. Cushman

American Land Rights Association

National Inholders Association

League of Private Property Voters

You can also go to www.landrights.org
Thank you,

Chuck Cushman

American Land Rights

(360) 687-3087

ccushman@pacifier.com (send your name, address, phone and e-mail to receive alerts on the Rim of the Valley or San Gabriel Mountains Land Grabs)
To Unsubscribe, please reply with Unsubscribe in the Subject Line.
Please forward this urgent message as widely as possible.  At least 10 other people.  
