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Willing Seller, A Myth, Stop The LWCF Land Acquisition Fund

-----Urgent Action By You Is Necessary

-----CORRECTED:  This message includes BOTH the House and Senate LWCF Highway Bill Conferees including their e-mails and fax numbers updated.

-----Congress is considering spending 1.4 billion dollars extra for land acquisition through the LWCF (Land and Water Conservation Fund). The Greens want to use this as a precedent for spending every year. 

When does Congress start considering the debt and deficit? 

These funds are taken right from the taxpayer.  Some have the impression that the funds come from the Gulf Oil Spill penalty money.  Not so.  The 1.4 billion dollars comes right out of your pocket.  

-----That is 1.4 billion on top of their normal appropriations.  If you don’t want the Park Service, Forest Service, Fish and Wildlife Service and BLM to run crazy buying private land, you better stand up now.  You must be all over them’

-----Please forward this message to at least 10 people.  Your whole list if possible. 

-----Willing Seller?  “Although the LWCF provision in the Highway bill supposedly protects unwilling sellers from the new LWCF money, Cushman said, “Everyone knows that when Federal agencies get a big block of money there is no such thing as an unwilling seller.” 

 “That’s because the government nearly always can find away to pressure and force the landowner to sell, Cushman said.  And even though Condemnation and Eminent Domain cannot be used with the new LWCF money, the Park Service and other agencies can use old LWCF  money to threaten and carry out eminent domain (condemnation). 

“The Park Service considers any landowner who agrees to a settlement in court before the judge rules as a ‘Willing Seller.’ The bottom line is that Condemnation or Eminent Domain is threatened by the Park Service and other land agencies in every conversation with a landowner. The key to stopping these abuses is to cut off the money, Cushman said.”

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Join or donate:

Please consider supporting American Land Rights by visiting our membership page http://www.landrights.org/members.htm to join or donate.”  ALRA is working hard to keep you informed. E-mail is not that expensive but ALRA also sends tens of thousands of faxes and letters to alert your allies and friends about your issues.  In addition we maintain a full time office and staff to serve our members and allies.   Your support at this critical time would be appreciated.  Thank you, Chuck Cushman, Executive Director.  ccushman@pacifier.com.  Look up Chuck Cushman or American Land Rights Association on Facebook, LinkedIn or Twitter.  Please click the Like button. 

 

-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- -- - - - - - - - - - - -

-----Willing Seller  A Myth

     "John Jones is a willing seller.  He didn't want to sell and held out as long as he could.  First the Park Service came in and purchased the homes, farms and timberlands of his neighbors who did want to sell.  There will always be some.

   Then the agency began to search out those families who were in some kind of financial distress such as from a death, divorce, loss of job and other reason.  

     "Jones watched as his community was checkerboarded by the Park Service.   He remembered being told when the park was created that he would not be forced out. But a huge Trust Fund passed Congress which gave the Park Service money automatically every year without going through the appropriations process.  The Park Service had more money than it knew what to do with.  Eminent domain and condemnation were now commonplace. 

     Jones remembered that the Trust Fund has been slipped in to a bill dealing with the Gulf Oil Spill in by Senator Harry Reid of Nevada.  He could not explain what buying billions of dollars of private property had to do with an oil spill.  Or why Reid and the Congress had acted so quickly before their own investigations and Commissions were complete.

    Now the Park Service was targeting local businesses and the county itself.  Many small businesses were purchased and put out of business.  Others just withered and died due to lack of business.  The Park Service purchased the holdings of several large timberland companies and large farms. 

     There were always hints of eminent domain, and some were already in court.  People were told they would have to sell eventually, so they might as well do it now as "willing sellers" while the Park Service was spending money here and before the infrastructure deteriorated.  

     Smaller timber owners and farmers began to sell as they saw that the logging and agriculture infrastructure might eventually not be there.  The mill eventually had to close because it could not get enough wood.  Like a natural ecosystem, the economic s ecosystem of a community can become increasingly fragile, but all the government and the environmentalists talked about were the fragility of the ecosystem while pretending they were improving the economy.

     "As more timberland and farms were purchased, more homes and then more farms began to disappear.  The Park Service began to focus on the farmers and ranchers.  Many residents wanted to hold out but with fewer jobs in the county, the value of their homes and property began to go down.  As the Park Service purchased them, they lay empty for months or even years because the agency said they it did not have the funds to clear them out.  They became havens for vandals and drug houses, and targets for mysterious fires.     

     It is hard to understand how the Park Service and other agencies have the money to buy out local communities but according to reports we have seen, they are over $10 billion behind in deferred maintenance. 

     "The Nature Conservancy and other land trusts began to circle like buzzards.  They would buy from financially distressed landowners, and then turn the land over to the Federal government.   

     Time after time this happened, quietly, secretly and silently they helped undercut the community gradually eliminating the tax base, the economic base, and the population.  Yet nicer homes with nice views seemed to be selectively occupied by strangers with connections, who were frequently heard touting the Park Service.  Some of them were park officials.

     "We called our Senators and Congressman for help to stop the Eminent Domain and Condemnation.  They would write a letter to the Park Service but the mass land acquisition just kept on and on.

     "One Senate staff person told me that if the Senator had known he would end up as a management consultant for continuing problems between landowners and the Park Service, he would never have voted for the bill.  

     He had not realized that getting a park appears to mean a never-ending conflict between the Park Service and the local community that had somehow been targeted for removal and replacement by a favored political class. The staff person said he had not heard of the history of what the Park Service had done before in other areas.  The Senator and his staff had believed the reassurances by officials and the environmentalist lobbyists.

     "Local officials can vouch for that ever the present conflict.  Local elected officials were not consulted as the Park Service and land trusts purchased easements on large parcels without notifying or discussing the issue with local elected officials.  

     Elected officials would wake up in the morning to find their tax base gone, and their future with it.  And they had no say in the matter.  No advance notice. Virtually no companies would invest in their county now.  There was no land base.  One day they had a future and the next day it was gone." 

     "As properties were taken off the tax rolls, the schools and county services began to suffer.  Several closed, making longer trips to school necessary for families.  The school district didn't have the money for the necessary busses.  Roads began to close.  

     As the Park Service purchased large areas, the agency put up chains across the roads.  Some of these roads had been used for years by neighbors as access points to the river or to go camping, woodcutting or berry picking.  Usually we knew another way around but over time, all the access was closed off to large areas.

     "Churches, service clubs and other community services began to close.  The library was in trouble.  The hours were cut for it and other county services.  There had been several markets in town and three gas stations.  There is only one of each now and it looks like the store will close.  That means an 80 mile drive to Millersville for groceries.  Over time, other essential services and stores began to disappear.  

     "When the park was created they promised tourism.  I don't know where it is.  We gave up a lot of good jobs for this park and the tourists don't come.  We had always had the scenery. The Park Service didn't create that, and didn't do much else either besides the restrictions it imposed.  Several motels and restaurants were built in anticipation of the visitors.  All but one restaurant is closed, and it cut its hours back.  We have two motels still open but they are struggling.  

     We have a very nice ski area but a Park Service trail runs through it.  The agency has harassed the owners so often that they're close to giving up.  They can't get any kind of commitment from the Park Service as to a final trail location so they can't invest in modernizing and expanding the ski area.  There sure are a lot of people in town who would benefit if the ski area were allowed to meet its potential.  

     We had thought the Park Service supported recreation.  Now it seems the opposite is true.  We heard from people out West that the Park Service and the environmental groups were increasingly becoming anti-recreation.  It couldn't be true we said.  It looks like we were wrong.  They seem to be against skiing and snowmobiling.  It doesn't make sense.

     "The county and the town had no choice but to raise our taxes.  The tax base for the county was shrinking almost daily.  We had one local bank and several bank branches.  Now there is only one branch open as part of the market, but it may go away too.  

     The banks have not made loans in our town for several years now because the future is unstable.  They won't make loans to loggers, farmers, ranchers, equipment suppliers, or small businessmen because of the threat from the Feds.  No new houses have been built in some time.  The theater closed and the cable television company is considering shutting down.  It feels like a ghost town.

     "Some of my neighbors are determined to stay and suffer the consequences and severe hardships of living within a now nearly all Federal enclave.  I love my town.  I was born and raised here, went away to college and came back.  It looks like that even though I stood up to those Federal land acquisition agents, there will soon be nothing left to stand up for.  I never thought I'd be a willing seller.  But I am now.  They didn't tell us that this is what 'willing seller' means."

-----The "willing buyer, willing seller procedure of acquiring land touted by park officials is 'meaningless' and a more proactive method is generally used," said William Kriz, chief of Land Acquisition in an article in the Concord Journal (Massachusetts) in 1988. http://www.moosecove.com/propertyrights/index.shtml#willingsellermyth

If you like the massive debt and deficit, you’ll love the LWCF.

Now the battle is on in House-Senate Conference Committee between the Senate Highway bill that DOES have the LWCF and the House version of the Highway bill with NO LWCF land acquisition.

You must call and e-mail your Congressman and both Senators immediately to urge them to oppose any LWCF Fund add-on in the Highway Bill in the House-Senate Conference Committee.  Ask them to call the Senators listed below.  

Massive increase in land acquisition at stake. 

Rural America In Peril --  Action by you now is critical. 

Stop The LWCF Highway Bill Land Grab, Go To www.landrights.org for more details.  

Action Items:  (The LWCF is a huge issue that threatens you).

-----1.  Please forward this message to at least 10 other people.  Your whole list if possible.  

-----2.  Call, fax and e-mail your Senator and Congressman who is on the Conference Committee to urge them to strip out the LWCF (Land and Water Conservation Fund) provision from the Highway Bill.  Keep calling until May 15th.   Call any Senator at (202) 224-3121.  Call any Congressman at (202) 225-3121.  You must make his or her phone come off the hook.  

Ask him or her to oppose any LWCF funds in the Highway Bill Conference Committee between the House and Senate versions of the bill.  No land acquisition funds should be included in the Highway Bill. 

The LWCF is a constant attack on Rural America.  It is the attempt by the greens to drive rural people out of their homes and into the cities.

You do not want the Park Service, Forest Service, Fish and Wildlife Service and BLM to get these billions of dollars to buy millions of acres of private land and convert it to government ownership.

The land acquisition funding (LWCF) in the Senate Highway Bill threatens all private property owners, ranchers, farmers, miners, forestry and other users of both private as well as Federal land.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Call Your Congressman and Senators if they are listed below.  Send an e-mail or fax to the Congressman and Senators listed below.

Call, Fax or E-mail any Congressman and Senator from your state.  

You must bury these Conferees with calls, faxes and e-mails.  We’ve listed an e-mail address for a staff person on the staff of each of the Congressmen and Senators on the Conference Committee.

For the Senators you can see how they voted on the original LWCF (Land and Water Conservation Fund).  Yea means they voted YES.  

Republican Senators on the Conference Committee: 

James Inhofe (R-OK) (Yea) --Fax:  (202) 229-0380 – Staff E-mails: ryan_Jackson@inhofe.senate.gov; luke_Holland@inhofe.senate.gov
David Vitter (R-LA) (Yea) – Fax:  (202) 228-5081 -- Staff E-mails:  bryan_zumwalt@vitter.senate.gov; 

Orrin Hatch (R-UT) (No) – Fax: (202) 224-6331 – Staff E-mails: jared_brown@hatch.senate.gov; john_tanner@hatch.senate.gov
Richard Shelby (R-AL) (Yea) – Fax: (202) 224-3416 – Staff E-mails:;  andy_Newton@shelby.senate.gov
Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-TX) (Yea) – Fax: (202) 224-0776 –             Staff E-mails:  dana_barbieri@hutchison.senate.gov; dave_davis@hutchison.senate.gov; jenifer_healy@hutchison.senate.gov; troy_lyons@hutchinson.senate.gov
John Hoeven (R-ND) (Yea) – Fax: (202) 224-7999 – Staff E-mails:   troy.eberhard@hoeven.senate.gov; 

Note:  When you are sending e-mail to these staff people, there is an underscore between the first and last name.  Example:  dana_barbieri

Democrats on the Conference Committee:  Barbara Boxer (D-CA)(Yea), Jay Rockefeller (D-WV) (Yea), Richard Durbin (D-IL) (Yea), Tim Johnson (D-SD) (Yea), Charles Schumer (D-NY) (Yea), Bill Nelson (D-FL) (Yea), Robert Menendez (D-NJ) (Yea).  Notice they all voted for the giant LWCF land acquisition spending amendment.  

Key Democrat to contact:

Tim Johnson (D-SD) (Yea).  Staff E-mails:   todd_stubbendieck@johnson.senate.gov; megan_descamps@johnson.senate.gov; janelle_diluccia@johnson.senate.gov

Remember, you can call any Senator at (202) 224-3121. 

-----Here are the Congressmen on the LWCF Highway Bill Conference Committee.  You may call all Congressmen at (202) 225-3121.  You should call, fax and e-mail all the Congressmen from your state.

Republicans:

John L. Mica (FL) -- Fax: (202) 226-0821 – Staff E-mails:  brian.waldrip@mail.house.gov; casey.brinck@mail.house.gov;

Dave Camp (R-MI) – Fax: (202) 225-9679 – Staff E-mails:  rob.guido@mail.house.gov
Doc Hastings (R-WA) – Fax: (202) 225-1171 – Staff E-mails:  james.streeter@mail.house.gov
Ralph Hall (R-TX) – Fax: (202) 225-3332 – mitzyn.delarosa@mail.house.gov; 

Fred Upton (R-MI) – Fax: (202) 225-4986 – michael.beckerman@mail.house.gov
Don Young (R-AK) – Fax: (202) 225-0425 – erik.elam@mail.house.gov
John J. Duncan, Jr. (R-TN) – Fax: (202) 225-6440 – scott.fischer@mail.house.gov
Bill Shuster (R-PA)  -- Fax: (202) 225-2486 – stephen.martinko@mail.house.gov
Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV) – Fax: (202) 225-7856 – Andrew.stasiowski@mail.house.gov
Rick Crawford (R-AR) – Fax: (202) 225-5602 – greg.michalek@mail.house.gov
Jaime Herrera Beutler (R-WA) – Fax: (202) 225-3478 –

chad.ramey@mail.house.gov
Larry Bucshon (R-IN) – Fax: (202) 225-3294 – teresa.buckley@mail.house.gov; sarah.whiting@mail.house.gov
Richard Hanna (R-NY) – Fax: (202) 225-1891 – adam.hepburn@mail.house.gov; andrew.brady@mail.house.gov
Steve Southerland (R-FL) – Fax: (202) 226-4183 – blair.mixon@mail.house.gov
James Lankford (R-OK) – Fax: (202) 226-1463 – brittnee.preston@mail.house.gov; 

michelle.altman@mail.house.gov
Reid Ribble (R-WI) – Fax: (202) 225-5729 – paul.bleiberg@mail.house.gov
Pat Tiberi (R-OH) – Fax: (202) 226-4523 – brad.bailey@mail.house.gov
Rob Bishop (R-UT) – Fax:  (202) 225-5857 –

john.newhall@mail.house.gov
Chip Cravaack (R-MN) – Fax: (202) 225-0699 – paul.blocher@mail.house.gov; ian.foley@mail.house.gov
Ed Whitfield (R-KY) – Fax:  (202) 225-3547 – cory.hicks@mail.house.gov; craley.davis@mail.house.gov

Democrats:

Nick Rahall (D-WV) – Fax: (202) 225-3121 – aaron.Pritchard@mail.house.gov
Peter Defazio (D-OR) – Fax: (202) 225-0032 – mahar-piersma@mail.house.gov
Jerry Costello (D-IL) – Fax: (202) 225-0285 – sarah.blackwood@mail.house.gov
Tim Bishop (D-NY) – Fax:  (202) 225-3143 – mark.copeland@mail.house.gov
Henry Waxman (D-CA) – Fax: (202) 225-4099 – zahava.goldman@mail.house.gov
Ed Markey (D-MA) – Fax: (202) 226-0092 – william.spring@mail.house.gov
E.B. Johnson (D-TX) – Fax: (202) 226-1477 – chris.Kelley@mail.house.gov; 

Earl Blumenauer (D-OR) – Fax: (202) 225-8941 – tyler.Frisbee@mail.house.gov
Please forward to at least 10 other people.  Your whole list if possible.

If you wish to unsubscribe, reply to this e-mail with “unsubscribe” in the subject line.  If you know of others who would like to receive these alerts, reply with their e-mail addresses.

